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Name____________________________ 

Macbeth Metaphors and Figurative Language: 
 
Shakespeare uses metaphors, similes, and symbols to communicate ideas beyond literal meanings. He 
uses this figurative language to help the audience understand the characters and events of the play better.  
 
Directions: Select four quotes below to explain. Locate the quote in the book (use the character name, 
act, and scene to help you find the quote). Then: 

1. Rewrite the quote on the backside of this paper (or on a separate piece of paper).  
2. Explain how the quote describes the characters and events in the play.  
3. Also, explain how Shakespeare’s figurative language (the figurative language is underlined) 

helps describe the person, event, or idea.  
4. Finally rewrite your own original piece of figurative language that describes the person, event, or 

idea in a similar way. (Ex. “Full of scorpions is my mind,” could be, “my thoughts are shattered 
shards of glass.” 

 
! Duncan (I, iv): But signs of nobleness, like stars, shall shine on all deservers. 
 
! Lady Macbeth (I, v): Your face, my thane, is a book where men may read strange matters. 
 
! Lady Macbeth (I, v): Look like the innocent flower, but be the serpent under’t 
 
! Lady Macbeth (II, ii): Infirm of purpose! Give me the daggers: the sleeping and the dead are but as 

pictures. 
 
! Lady Macbeth (II, ii): My hands are of your colour; but I shame to wear a heart so white. 
 
! Macbeth (II, iii): The spring, the head, the fountain of your blood is stopped. 
 
! Donalbain (II, iii): Where we are, there’s daggers in men’s smiles: the near in blood, the nearer 

bloody. 
 
! Macbeth (III, ii): O, full of scorpions is my mind, dear wife! Thou know’st that Banquo and his 

Fleance lives. 
 
! Macbeth (III, iv): There the grown serpent lies; the worm that’s fled hath nature in time will venom 

breed, no teeth for the present.  
 
! Macbeth (V, v): Out, out brief candle. Life’s but a walking shadow a poor player that struts and frets 

his hour upon the stage, and then is heard no more, it is tale told by an idiot, full of sound and fury, 
signifying nothing.  

 
! Siward (V, vii) I would not wish them to a fairer death: and so his knell is knolled. 
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Component Demonstrates with 

Distinction 

Demonstrates Incomplete or 

Inconsistent 

Does not 

Demonstrate 

Word Choice 

Choosing the right 

word 

Word choice is 

sophisticated, clear, 

and precise.  

Student uses 

appropriate language 

arts terms. Language 

effectively enhances 

the content. 

 

Word choice is 

proficient and shows 

an adequate grasp of 

high-value words. 

Student uses 

appropriate language 

arts terms. 

Word choice is plain 

and obvious.  

Student is missing or 

incorrectly uses 

language arts terms. 

Word choice is 

simplistic and 

repetitive. 

Mechanics 

Includes 

punctuation, 

spelling, and 

grammar.  

Content is free from 

errors.   

 

 

 
 

Content contains one 

to three minor errors. 

Content contains 

several significant 

errors, yet content is 

clear to the reader. 

Content errors make 

it difficult for the 

reader to follow the 

student’s thoughts.   

Content - 

Literary Analysis 

Students will 

analyze elements 

of plot, theme, 

characterization,  

and figurative 

language. 

Student uses multiple 

paragraphs to explore 

a detailed 

examination of the 

plot, theme, 

characterization, or 

figurative language. 

The description 

makes connections to 

other parts of the play 

and beyond (into 

other pieces of fiction 

etc.). 

Student uses one or 

two paragraphs to 

explore an 

examination of the 

plot, theme, 

characterization, or 

figurative language. 

The description 

makes connections to 

other parts of the 

play. 

Student uses one 

paragraph to explore 

an examination of the 

plot, theme, 

characterization, or 

figurative language. 

The description does 

not make connections 

to other parts of the 

play. 

Student uses one 

paragraph (or less) to 

start an examination 

of the plot, theme, 

characterization, or 

figurative language. 

The description does 

not make connections 

to other parts of the 

play. 

Web Design 

Using multimedia 

to enhance the 

viewers’ 

understanding of 

the scene. 

Colors, fonts, audio, 

pictures, and videos 

are easily heard or 

seen. These elements 

help to communicate 

a certain mood and 

help enhance the 

viewers’ 

understanding of the 

scene. 

Colors, fonts, audio, 

pictures, and videos 

are easily heard or 

seen. These elements 

help to communicate 

a certain mood or 

help enhance the 

viewers’ 

understanding of the 

scene. 

Almost all the colors, 

fonts, audio, pictures, 

and videos are easily 

heard or seen. These 

elements help to 

communicate a 

certain mood or help 

enhance the viewers’ 

understanding of the 

scene. 

Some of the colors, 

fonts, audio, pictures, 

and videos are easily 

heard or seen. These 

elements fail to 

communicate a 

certain mood or help 

enhance the viewers’ 

understanding of the 

scene. 
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